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A Sudy on Korean Culture Education and Film Sopyonje:

Aesthetic Nature of Korean Han

Jung-hwan Ho
Professor, Department of Korean Language and literaChinese
Culture University

Abstract

The film Sopyonjewas released in 1993 and acclaimed criticallyyisg up
enormous resonance among Koreans creating breékixgffice records with the
largest number of audience of all social strat@apyonjeis a story about Korean
traditional pansori Its story tells howhan(a sense of resentment and sorrow, that is,
inner suffering) is the essencepainsoriand how one has to have a profound sense of
hanto become a trupansorisinger. However, introducing this film in the dasom
of Korean culture for foreigners requires cautiapproach, for its rare storyline of
intentionally poisoning daughter to be blind in thepe that her deepened sense of
han helps her to master artistic accomplishments@naorisinger.

If the film Sopyonje'seception in Korea itself is a national phenomenad it
can reinvigorate interest in elements of national caltural identity and even
resurrect dying traditional art forms, it's wortbfy adopting its contents for Korean
culture education for foreigners. This paper fosuse postive aspects inherentisn,
expoloring its aesthetic characteristicpansori yet a life at large. The film captures
most purely on seemingly paradoxical and complextisent of han such that
pansori singer must embodian, for it is a precondition for aesthetic sublimatio
Koreans, through a process of sublimatiag, renew their driving force of lives. The
deeperhanis, the more creative force can be channeledlifgoln short, sublimated
hanwould be transformed from negative resentmentpaigitive and creative
energy to keep on going meaningful life for gooasen.

Keywords. Korean film Sopyonje, Korean traditional music, pansori, Korean
culture education, Korean han
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