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Abstract

In the 21st century, where soft power slightly outweighs hard power, how did South Korea
emerge from the low point of the 1998 Asian financial crisis? And swiftly become one of the
most significant influential nations on the international stage in a short period? The role and
development process of South Korea’s cultural diplomacy, how did it facilitate cognitive
exchanges between Taiwanese and South Korean societies after the diplomatic relations were
severed in 1992, turning initial lack of understanding and resulting misconceptions into
understanding and eventual identification, what was the extent of the impact contributed by
cultural diplomacy? And in which areas did noticeable changes occur in Taiwan-South Korea
relations after the promotion? These are the focal points of the study in this paper.

In the past, the analysis of each country’s power status in the international arena has often
been conducted through the lenses of realism theory and liberalism theory. However, with the
changing times and the evolution of the international structure, a single theory alone cannot
explain the changes in international relations after the end of the Cold War. Hence, this paper
adopts a perspective that values constructivist theory, which emphasizes interplay, and places
cultural diplomacy, a core element of soft power, at its center to analyze the changes in Taiwan-
South Korea relations. Although Taiwan and South Korea experienced a period of unfriendly
relations after the diplomatic ties were severed, South Korea began shifting its focus towards
cultural diplomacy and amplifying the unique aspects of South Korean society and culture, so
it enhanced and crafted a new image of South Korea. Subsequently, Taiwanese society also
welcomed and accepted South Korea’s fresh image, thus ushering in a new chapter in Taiwan-

South Korea relations.
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