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The Impact of the South Korea’ Central Government on Local
Government’s exchanges between two Koreas from Park Geun-
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Abstract

This paper explores the inter-Korean exchange and cooperation policy during the period
from Park Geun-Hye government to Moon Jae-In government. In addition, it tries to explain
how the policymakers determine the inter-Korean exchange and cooperation policy through
neoclassical realism. Besides, take Incheon Metropolitan City as an observation case of the
exchange and cooperation policy between the two Koreas. During the period of the Park Geun-
Hye government, due to the rise of China, the international system gradually formed a situation
in which the U.S. and China become two powers in the world. The conservative ruling party
took possession of most seats in the National Assembly. Park Geun-Hye chose the hedging
route as foreign policy, which depended on China in the economy and the U. S. in the national
security. Therefore, North Korea was isolated internationally. However, since Moon Jae-In took
the office, the U.S. and China began to compete economically and militarily. Moon actively
held summit talks with the U.S., China, and North Korea to promote denuclearization and peace
in the Korean peninsula. President Moon chose to balance policy between two powers, the U.S.
and China, both economically and militarily. As a result, observing the process of exchange
and cooperation between Incheon and North Korea. Incheon’s policy toward North Korea is

frequently changed because of pressure from the international system and the political situation
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of the policymakers. The local government authority is limited to a certain exchange and
cooperation with North Korea due to the central government, and this has been often

interrupted as well.

Keywords : Neoclassical Realism, South Korea’s Policy towards North Korea, Inter-
Korean Relations, Inter-Korean Exchange and Cooperation policy, Incheon Metropolitan
City.
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