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The impact of Lee Seung-man’s Vietnam policy on “Vietnam-

South Korea relations”

Bui Quang Hung
Assistant Professor, Department of East Asian Languages and Literature,
National University of Kaohsiung

Abstract

The period 1955-1975 was a period of many historic developments in Korea and
Vietnam's diplomacy, which helped Korea achieve a lot in terms of economic development and
Korea's statehood in international politics. The man who laid the groundwork for South Korea's
diplomacy in the Republic of Vietnam was Syngman Rhee.

In 1955, when the Republic of Vietnam was just established, Lee Seung-man (0|5 2t) took
this opportunity to quickly establish diplomatic relations with Vietnam. During his visit to the
Republic of Vietnam in 1958, Syngman Rhee proposed military and economic cooperation
with the Republic of Vietnam. Especially in order to realize his diplomatic strategy, Rhee
declared himself a descendant of the Dai Viet Lee Dynasty.

Although Lee Seung-man's diplomatic strategy was not implemented during his
presidency, the subsequent diplomatic successes of South Korea and the Republic of Vietnam
were all strategies proposed by Lee Seung-man, so it can be said that Lee Seung-man was the
one who formulated the policies that made South Korea in its diplomatic and economic

development strategies Strategies for success.

Keywords: Lee Seung-man, Syngman Rhee, the Republic of Vietnam, South
Korea, descendants of the Lee Dynasty
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