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A Study on the Grammar System of Hong Gimun's " jo-seon-

mun-jeon-yo-hyeong (1927)"

Wu, Chung-Hsing
Department of Korean Language and Literature,Chinese Culture
University

Abstract

Hong Gimun (- 7]-%), also known as Daesan (] 4}), was one of the modern Korean linguists.
He was born in 1903 and was the eldest son of Hong Myeonghyi, who later served as the
Deputy Prime Minister of Korea. From a young age, Hong self-studied history, mathematics,
and linguistics, receiving guidance in Chinese studies from his grandfather. Living during the
Japanese colonial era, he felt anger towards the gradual neglect of the Korean language. In
response, he published his work "Essentials of Korean Grammar" (1927) in the "Modern
Commentary," presenting the grammar of the Korean language and establishing norms for the
contemporary Korean language system. "Essentials of Korean Grammar" (1927) primarily
focuses on parts of speech, but it also includes aspects of phonetics and syntax. Hong Gimun
advocated for a Korean language grammar system that, during the modernization period in
Korea, stood between the agglutinative school of Ju Sigyeong and the copulative school of
Park Seongbin. He openly acknowledged the incorporation of European and American
grammar systems into Korean and accepted the use of linguistic terms translated from Japanese.
Hong Gimun's work attracted attention for two main reasons. First, he pointed out that
alternations in the Korean alphabet's sound system could lead to semantic changes. Second, he
accurately classified Korean particles and endings into "case words (modern grammar's case
particles)", "postpositional words (modern grammar's supplementary particles)", and "terminal
words (modern grammar's ending particles)". Following Western grammar systems, he
standardized five antithesis (t}]--) and five moods (== #| '), providing a more comprehensive
framework compared to the earlier grammatical systems of Kim Gwichok and Kim Heesang.
The main purpose of this article is to study Hong Gimun's various assertions and norms
regarding Korean grammar in "Essentials of Korean Grammar" (1927). While his grammar

system is not widely recognized in the present day due to his later involvement in North Korea,

37



AR ASCERHEE /W

he was once a patriotic scholar in modern Korea. His grammar system remains an important
reference for North Korean grammar. Therefore, it is still necessary to organize and evaluate

the grammatical system outlined in the "Essentials of Korean Grammar."

Keywords: modern Korean grammar, Korean modernization period, c

ase words, postpositional words
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