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Abstract

WhenYunagi City, Sakura Country (2004, Futabasha Publishingps released in 2004,
it was "dedicated to Hiroshima, to Japan, andltthalpeople who love the world.” That time
in history was also defined as "the lessons oHineshima atomic bombing are not only for
the Japanese, but also closely related to all éoplp in the world. It is a historical event that
the whole world has to face together.” With suclblioity, the original cartoon spread
throughout the media all around the world.

During the 17 years since the publication of finet atomic-bombing cartooBarefoot
Gen (1975-1987, Chobunsha Publishing), cartoons utidetheme of atomic bombing have
been extremely rare. However, with the advent Mihagi City, Sakura Country,
atomic-bombing cartoons have become very populahé extreme, it can be said that they
have gone "beyond the field of cartoons to forno@a phenomenon". This paper focuses on
Yunagi City, Sakura Country, which has triggered various social topics, ineorth examine
readers’ comments that have circulated around thierret and to explore how
atomic-bombing cartoons, which were regarded aso®ln the past, are shaped, consumed,

and spread in the Internet age today.
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